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Dear Mr Symington

| am sorry for tha delay in answering your raquest regarding our recoliections of our time
with beloved JHS In Minneapolls hospital back in 1983.

| have gone over this privilaged occasicn afresh, with my wile, Jeanette, and 13 the best 3!
our recollections, the following is what ocurred:

We travelled in from Vasta with Mr Lioyd and his family, on the Care Meeting Saturday, Ci
September 1985. At ‘Irst we want to JEH. for lunch, and thers we mel Mr Hales. (and alsc
Mark Craddock). Aftar lunch we went to the hospital, and upon entering the room where JHS
was. we immediately saw him sitting up In a wheelchair by his bed. a small cnalk-board on
the wall tehind h!m had Inscribed upon it

"James Symington, BUND"®

Mra Symington was sitting upon & chair the other side of his bed. As we filed in, each ore
bent down and kissed JHS and told him their name; he had somathing 1o say to sach of us.
Those presant wers Mr Hales, Mr Lloyd & Sue, Ronnie, Becky, Tim & Laurinda, JEH,
Jeanette and myself, We were last in, becauss Jeanette was in a wheelchair, witn Lsth 'egs
In plaster casts. | had to lift her up and over to Kklss Mr Symingtor, {(as she could nol
waight-bare on her feet). Upon telling Mr Symington her name, he said "You have sufferea,
haven't you?. Upon me teliing him my name, and then that we wera {rom Katocmba, Mr
Symington asked me to repeat wheare we were from; (Refer JHS Vol. 148 p17)

The nine*of us then stood In a semi-circle araund'the end of JHS's bed - lacing Mr Syminglon
and Mrs Symington seated on his R.H. side, across the bed. Both of us had never seen JHS
up thls close: |t was very affacting. You could have heard a pin drop.

'Jeanetie remainad In her wheelchair; M7 Hales stood rext to me.

The conveérsation then went somaething like this:

A -

J.H.S. How did you ge: on In Westfleld last week-end, Lloyd?

LA.P. Well, we had a flne time. I'm sure Mr Russell was helped..

JH.S. Yas - he is one of the flnest; | can remember his father taking an interest in me way
back when | was young. We used to go for walks, and he would held my hand ard
talk over the scriplures as we walked. -

(J.H.S. appears to doze bl'-llﬂ_?‘}

JH.S. Jerry? | believe that at the present time, we are very very closa 13 the positior ol
the Assambiy as convenad, do you agree?

- JE.H. Yes, Mr Symington.

JHS. | have not a shadow of a doubt that the Lord has ralsed up Mr John Haies for the
- eontinuance of the testimony and the preservation of the Asssmbly universaily.

(again, it was very quiet; thera was no background nolse at-all = | can still remember
beloved JSH almost Imperceptably stiffen; Mrs "J.H,S.  leans across the bed, siroxes
JH.S. gently on the arm, and says:)

Mrs JHS WMr Hales Is here with us In the room, right now, Jim..

(4.H.S. does not answer; he again appears to doze, and his head drops down ontc rs
chest) |

JH.S. When do you think the rapture will be, John?



(2)

J.S.H. | haven't any idea, Mr Symington

J.H.S. ﬁ;h. thats good. It is not wise to speculate; if the Lord wants to kaep the testimony
here another 1000 years, wall that is enly 1 day to him.

After this, JH.S. head cropped down agaln, and he fell Into a deepar sisep. We ail stood
around for a lew minutes. with no one speaking, all looking on him. Mrs Symington then
taid that she thought he would sleep on now. As we were about to laave, hea awakn_l. SO we
again all kissed him good-bys, and at the same time, telling him our name and locality.

Later, on 28 July 1987, we were al a meeting a1 Windsor, N.S.W. with Mr Hales (Re’. JSW
Vol. 5 p1) and afterwards, upon speaking with him in the car-park, he refered o ou
experience in Minneapolis, and asked me to repeat it to him as best | could recail. | said
tha! he could surely recall It more accurateiy, ¢ which he reptied:

J.SH. Yo, It would have made & deesp {mpression upon you, because you were only
s there the one tinme. -

I then recounted this meeting, as | have 'o you in this letler. Whan | reachad the part whese
Mr Symington relerrad lo J.S.H. as being ralsed up by the Lord, Mr Hales became ve:y
animated, leaning forward: ~

J.SH. ...And Nrz Symington leant across and brushed his arm, didn't she? and told
him | vas there, In the rooa?

AJR. Yes, that's right..

J.SH. Aad Nr Symington did not bat an eye, did he? He dld not apologise. ar
retract one vord he said, did he?

AJR. Ho.

J.S.H. Nall Alec, you know, ws should have been clear, et lsast from thar Clre,
on..

s i T & 0 - N L s S me e —

| have Included the above conversation of 1987, just to demonstrale how be'cved J.S5.H.
regarded that conversation, Also, as we had moved (rom Katoomba to Molong in December
1085, and through 1988 to that time in July 1987, he was ridiculed and despised by mary in

our area. | must bear the responsibllity for this going on to the extent It did.

Weall, | trust all this can be understood. Please be assured of our prayers, snd coulc you
convey our love lo Mr Roy. We mre sorry we missed speaking with him at Molong fellowship

meetings, but | had to leave sach meeling falrly quickly, to gel home to halp Jearstie.

Anyway, we sure enjoyed caring for E.nl:ﬂusymlngtnn; please also give him our love.
: a4

lIn Christ
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