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Labour party celebrates 

90 years  
07 July 2006 

 
The Labour Party hopes to raise up to $1 million a year 

through a new fund being launched at its 90th birthday 
celebrations.  

The Labour Party was formed on July 7, 1916 in Wellington 
as the independent political party of the union movement.  

It is holding more than 20 functions around the country to 

commemorate the event, including a Beehive function which 
Prime Minister Helen Clark will speak at, and a larger party in 
Manukau City featuring live entertainment.  

Labour wants the functions to mark the contributions it has 

made in 33 years of office.  

It will also launch the Labour Century Fund, a pledge system 
which will see people make direct, monthly donations to help 
raise money for future election campaigns.  

The Century Fund will replace the current Victory For Labour 
Fund launched in the 1970s.  

People who sign up to the Century Fund at the events will 
receive a founder badge and a commemorative CD 
containing a computer screen saver of Labour Party images 
from the past 90 years.  

Labour 

Party 
president 
Mike 

Williams 
yesterday 
said the 

objective of 
the fund 
was to keep 
Labour in 

power "at 
least until 
it's 100 

years old".  

     P O L I T I C S   S T O R Y   RELATED LINKS

» Have your say  

» Subscribe to 

Archivestuff  

MORE TOP STORIES

» Gay-day planner in 

Brash pack 

» 'Wall of shame' for 

drive-off thieves 

» Night tests get Henry's 

backing 

» Fonterra puts Waters 

on board  

» Lopez cast spells on 

me, ex claims

» Bush opts for low

60th 

» JK Rowling gets 

honorary law degree 

NZ Newspapers

Waikato Times

Taranaki Daily News

Manawatu Standard

The Dominion Post

The Nelson Mail

The Marlborough Express

The Press 
The Timaru Herald

The Southland Times

Sunday Star Times

Sunday News
 

Regional News

Northland 
Auckland 
Central North Island

Hawke's Bay 
West Coast 
Otago 
 

P O L I T I C S  

 H E A D L I N E S

Labour Party '90 years 
young' 

Nine of PM's staff still not 
vetted 

Peters touted for top job
Gay-day planner in Brash 
pack 

Police staffing in crisis, says 
union 
Dole falls but sick claims up 

A blast from the days of 36c 
beer 

Anti-taser group calls on 
minister to enter debate 
Labour party celebrates 90 

years 
NZ concerned by increasing 
violence in Israel 

Parker gets blackout report, 
but public must wait 

Unemployment numbers dip 
below 40,000 
No more photos of me with 

boys, says MP 
Govt considers more aid for 
East Timor 

Jobless figures 'best for 25 

Page 1 of 3STUFF : POLITICS - STORY : New Zealand's leading news and information website: La...

7/8/2006http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3723526a6160,00.html



© Fairfax New Zealand 
Limited 2006. All the 
material on this page has 

the protection of 

international copyright. All 

rights reserved

Mr Williams 

said the 
Victory for 
Labour 
Fund had 

been very 
successful 
during the 

1980s but 
support for 
it had 

dropped off 
during the 

Rogernomics era.  

"Our membership's building at the moment and we think it's 
time for a relaunch."  

"We need to raise more money. We were outspent by the 
National/Exclusive Brethren party by $2 million."  

National had spent $800,000 to $1m on its billboard 

campaign before the official election campaign period 
started.  

"We didn't budget for that," Mr Williams said.  

"If we get 4000 or 5000 people giving us 10 or 20 bucks a 
month, then we can get that extra money."  

It was aiming to get another $500,000 to $1m on top of 

what it got now.  

Mr Williams said Labour stood yesterday for the things it had 
when it was first formed.  

With the 90th anniversary tomorrow, he had been reading 
early conference papers "and their concerns were universal 

health, good level of housing, access to higher education for 
everybody, just a sort of fair go".  

The party has seen some interesting times, from the election 
of Michael Joseph Savage in December 1935 as the first 

Labour prime minister, to the splits and divisions of the 
1980s over Rogernomics.  

Some of its senior people are now in their mid-50s – Miss 
Clark is 56 – so in the next decade it needs to look at young 
talent coming through its ranks.  
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But Mr Williams said the party was "in pretty good heart".  

"We're pretty united. I can't think of any outbreaks of 
factionalism since I've been around," he said.  

Mr Williams started working for the party in 1978.  

He was working for the Australian Labor Party during the 
splits over Rogernomics.  

Centre-left parties have a tendency to blow apart and Mr 

Williams credits Miss Clark for keeping it together in recent 
years.  

"I've never seen the party more united. But of course 
nothing succeeds like success.  

"There are people in the party to the left who really won't 

argue with the lowest unemployment in 25 years."  

The 90th anniversary, however, was an opportunity for the 
party to "reconnect", particularly in the provinces.  

Labour lost a few provincial seats at the election including 
Wanganui, Timaru, East Cape, Tukituki and Napier.  
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