HUNTER BUSINESSMAN TELLS .

escaped
from cult’ ™
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Businessman tells of
escaping from “‘cult’

From Page 1

Spokesman David Crad-
dock rwlhrnw(l that \ﬂr
3 1

description nrme- Breth-
ren s a cult and said U'u'
for member’'s
aceount lo]cl only one
side of the matter.

The publieity-shy
Brethren have hit the
headlines this year over

in conservative politics
in Australia. New Zea-
land. the and

forbidding members to
Vol

The Brethren have
beeen linked to “anti-gay"
campaigns against the
openly gay Greens
leader Bob Brown, and
were blamed by New
Zealand Prime Minister
Helen Clark for a smear
campaign  against  her
and her husband Peter
Dav

M Grugeon said the
Hunter Valley had some
“very active" Brethren
churches and the group
was planning a religions
sehool at Barnsley.

Mr Craddock con-
fiemed weal plan
for abowt 0.8 hectares on
two blocks.

Edgeworth real estate
agent Bill Shepherd said
the sale to School Hold-
ings Pty Ltd was econ-
ditional on Lake
Macquarie City Couneil
approving a  develop-
ment application for the
school

A council spokes-
woman said talks about

arowing: Hilton Grug:eon sald that the Brethenen
were strengthening their activities in the Huntar.

the Barnsley school had

gun in late August,
but a development
application had  not
been lodged,

Mr Grugeon, a key
backer of federal Pater
son MP Bob Baldwin,
suid he often saw Breth-
ren members in Parlia
ment l[IIIJ‘H‘ where th
were
Inmne--.
ment mvmher-

Mr Ho answered
recent questions about
the group by acknowl-

edging he had met some
of its members.

Mr Grugeon said the
Brethren was a very rich
church because its
members were often
successful in  business
and they had little to
spend their money on
because they spurned
the trappings of con

BUIMET SOCieLY.

This meant they had
plenty of money to
|m|n|ﬁ£‘ in political enm-
paign

A \'Imrrh-tmmarsl:-d

website, theexclusive
brethren,com, siys “the
Exclusive Brethren
practice separation
Irom evil liun
the conduits of e
munications; television.
the radio and the
Internet".

Mr Grugeon
recounted how one
church member had a
business in the building
trade, a wife and young
twin chi 5

He zaid the man ran
hiz business for years
without a mobile phone,
but eventually sue
cumbed and bought one
because it was proving
all but impossible to
organise jobs  without
ane.

“Tt wais just a phone but |

the rules and he was
expelled from the chureh
and was not allowed 1o
see his wife or his child
ren,” Mr Grugeon said.

Mr Craddock dis
agreed with this version
af events,

The church website
says it began with the
teachings of Joln Nelson

Jartry, who helped found
the Plymouth Brethren
in Ireland in 1827,

The wehsite siys the
church has more than
40000 members in more
than 300 “local assemb
lies" in 19 countries,

Its Illll‘l’lulllnhlﬂ
leader is Bruce
from West Ryde in Syd.
ney, who is described as
one of an “unbroken line
of divinely redited”
leaders.




