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Union barred from talking to lab staff

01.07.2004
By ANGELA GREGORY

An Auckland company which has banned workers from
speaking anything but English is barring union
representatives from entering the premises to offer help.

Fort Richards Laboratories has warned its staff they will be
sacked if they speak foreign languages at work, even in the
lunchroom.

The legality of the move has been questioned by
employment law experts and the Human Rights Commission,
but company director Maurice Clist is adamant his warning is
lawful.

The Otahuhu company makes medical supplies used for
disease diagnosis and Mr Clist has said the English-only rule
is important for safety reasons.

After publicity on the issue, the Engineering, Printing and
Manufacturing Union tried to enter the premises to recruit
any interested workers but was advised by Mr Clist's lawyer
that the company had an exemption under section 24 of the
Employment Relations Act.

That exemption is on the grounds of the employer being a
member of a religious society or order whose doctrine or
beliefs preclude membership of any other organisation or
body.

It only applies where there are fewer than 20 workers who
are employed by an individual, not a company.

A letter released to the Herald from the union to Fort
Richards' lawyers says the union is seeking confirmation of
the exemption from the chief executive of the Labour
Department.

Union lawyer Helen White said in the letter that she was
concerned the company was engaged in behaviour which
was unjustified.

"As you will understand, if as | suspect the certificate was
issued in error, then | intend to seek its revocation

Friday July 02, 2004

Advanced Search / Help IEQUSIS\VANIEIN

Inspiron™ 5150 Motebook featuring Mobila |ntel®@

Conditions apply. Price includes GET. FREE Delivery. Price valid to S07/2004.

New Zealand News

Updated 2.06 am NZT
Hip-hop Flava at new station

New law outlaws mercenaries

Destroyed house had just been
refurbished

Woman flown to hospital after
fall from balcon

Auckland council rejects bid to
stage circus in Victoria Park

New Zealanders favour

renewable energy
growth

No vaccine, no school says
health board

Family members continue
search for missing girl

Mental health nurses
vote for six-day strike

Government and Toll
seal rail buyback deal

Name suppression for
man accused of death

plot

Fraudsters fleecing
millions from church and

cultural groups

Drug trial teacher has
charge of threatening

witness dropped

French navy rescues
yachties

Put baby to bed in a
suitcase, coroner
suggests

If you are

a Herald

subscriber

Brakes go on over
Hobson Bay road

$405m to unlock
Auckland's gridlock

Ehe $lem Zealand Berald

No home detention for
Martin

Insulation improves
wellbeing

Historic Carlaw Park
stand gets new home

Hosking spoof features
on P-case video

Union barred from
talking to lab staff

Cheap healthcare not for
all




tomorrow."

- ADVERTISEMENT -

More
SERVICES

Noel/leeming

Email story

link to a friend Print story

Ministry dispenses $12m
to publicise health issues

Ads by Google

Closed shop to cost eye

surgeons nearly
$600,000

Tongan overstayer too
quick for police

Lessons in snow deaths

Private hospitals to bid
for overflow

A murder case that
keeps coming back

Over $2000 raised for
baby Charlotte

Surgeon's vasectomy
advice queried in court

New era for Auckland
transport still some way
down the road

United Future billboards
aimed at 'tax on tax'

Scampi quota on hold

New Supreme Court
opens in humble style

Church accused of
hidden agenda on Care
of Children Bill

Government speeds up
health grand plan

More Headlines...

© Copyright 2004, New Zealand Herald

Privacy Policy | Terms of Use

Omega Rental
Cars Ltd
First-class service,
quality late model
vehicles, unlimited
kms

Cars from NZ$19

per day
New Zealand Car &

RV Rentals Highly
Recommended Car
Company




