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7. BOY WAS BANNED FROM HIS = - -

L

“ FAMILY BY ‘THE BRETHREN’ | -

-

‘Mrs. Grace Lawson and
‘Hier - husband Reginald

- were brought up in the

“falth of the strict Exclu-
sive Brethren sect, an off-
shoot of the Plymouth

. Brethren.

She sald: “it was =2
simple faith basad on God as
and the Bible.
Then, suddenly, the Exclu-
-sive  Brethren iade
rules. .

“We were told that Martin
must not eat with us. Then
that we must not have him in

the house. We were not to have |

any social contact with any
,relative outside the [faith. It
was too much for us.”

. Sald Mrs. Lawson : * Then my
son took his life.
sensit've boy and I kzow {rom
all the mental strain he went
throuzh cthat he died because
our relizion was castiag him
out of =2 famu'y.”

sigid,

He was a’

~ MOTHER who refused

of the family becauss he did not believe in thei

me last night : “ My son committed suici
mo longer. It is'an evil, wicked faith.”

_By.Da'ily Mail Reporter
to let her 21-year-old son eat
r relizious faith told

he could stand it

Shattererl

Mrs Lewson lives on Haylin
Island, Hampshire. Eventﬂail%
she. her husband and daughier
Virginia left the seci.

Mrs. Lawson said : It was a
terribie wrench. After all, we
had been brought up to believe
in the Brethren faith all our
lives. My son's death has shai-
tered us as a family.”
" Martin Lawson, a

racing
motorist and car

salesman.
workad In London and traveilad
home at weekends.

He said last year that he re-
fused to Join the Z=xclusives

- because of their riz'd ruies

“I am barred [rom eating
with the family; they are net
allowed to iisien to the rad:o
or watch TV. The whoie hicg
is ridiculous.” he said.

, Mrs, Lawson.says tiere hava
bean “alher tragadies” cansed
oy the rules of the Exclus.vas.

They a&are even iiy:n to
separate man and wife if one
is not a member. I only wish
we had left bpefore our 300
died.” she said

de because

-

with the rest™

-

. Upset
The Exclusives, founded in
1843 by an An3zlican curats, the
Fev. J. Daryy,.do rot have
paid officials. The instructions
to members come as a restlt of
Bihle s:udies reld in various

se.ts-of the country.
. Sald Mrs Lawsoa: “The
‘ main centre of the Exclusives is
jan New Yors: wherg & mai

named Jin —Taslor acis as
vaader. We were al¥ays tauzh:

as children that there should
not be any leadess. We were
all brethren.”

1n New York Mr. Taylor, +*ho
has 2 linen business ia Brook-
lyn. was “not {n” to callers
yesterday.

Twa shock !atroduction of
strict .rulss has Lpsfet many of
the 100,000 Exclusive Brethren
in Britain. About 3.000 are Te-

- porsed to have lefr because of
the ruie foru.dding ihed 0 nava
social contact with relatives
whno are not membars,

A rapresentative of the ortno-
dox Piymouth Brethrea said :
- We are ot connccfed with
aMr. Tavlor in any way, ‘e do
pot agres with his po.icies.”
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