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A former member of the Exclusive Brethren
appeared in the Nelson District Court yesterday
charged with sex offences dating back more than
50 years.

The 72-year-old Nelson man was facing six
representative charges of indecent assault and one of
inducing a girl to perform an indecent act. He entered
no plea. The alleged offending spanned from 1951 to
1985, and related to four women, all of whom were
former Exclusive Brethren members.

The women were aged five to 10 at the time.

The man's lawyer, Hamish Riddoch, asked Judge Tony
Zohrab for interim name suppression until his client's
next appearance on August 14.

The judge denied the request, but granted an interim
order suppressing the man's identity until 5pm today to
allow time to appeal against that decision.

Riddoch said he would be seeking a stay or discharge of
the charges because the length of time since the most
recent alleged offence would make a fair trial difficult.
He said some disaffected members of the church had
chosen to go public and there could be some prejudice
against his client.

DAN HUTCHINSON/The Press
COURT APPEARANCE: A 72-year-old former Exclusive
Brethren member makes his way from the Nelson
District Court yesterday. He faces historical sex
charges.

Police prosecutor Sergeant Graeme Eden opposed name
suppression, saying the women would not be identified

and publication of the man's name could prompt others
to come forward.
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The judge said it was known that there was a member

of the Exclusive Brethren facing charges. The finger
could be pointed at other members of the church if the
name was not publicised, the judge said.

The man was remanded on bail until August 14.
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Tasman/Marlborough Headlines

= Surplus to target primary health

= Consultation to continue

= Centre for disabled a 'great place to go'

= Indonesian ship-jumpers found working in
Marlborough

« Garlic growers seek help

« NMIT lays off three

= Revelling in white stuff

« TDC pulls out of road ‘'shambles’

* Quake shakes Marlborough

= Pottery relic not so humble

« Ex-Hell's Angel ‘wanted new life in Nelson'
= Knives used in three attacks

= Driver 'set upon' after girl hit, say police

« Property boom cooling

= Man in court after tourist beaten and robbed

Opinion Poll

Should Air New Zealand be carrying Australian troops
to the Iraq War?

See story

'f) No, they should follow NZ's stance on the war.

O No, but we would carry soldiers of other
nationalities.

O Yes, George W. Bush needs all the help he can
get.

) 1 don't care. Air NZ can do what it wants.

VOTE RESULTS
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