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law, former Labour Prime Minister Mike Moore says. -
It iss the second time the former L abour leader has had a | gﬂsav‘ge' ey
crack at the Electoral Finance Bill, which is set to be Jaunched today
passed into law tomorrow.
This time around Moore said the bill, which requires
third parties wishing to run campaignsin electionyear to [l Too much
register and puts a cap on how much they can spend as cleavege?
well as extending the spending period right back to
January 1, was wrong in principle and would not work. Kid s water safety

- campaign
He said Labour appeared "traumatised” by what launched today
happened with the Exclusive Brethren after their initially
secret spending campaign during the last election and the Police
secrecy of its subsequent activities snooping on senior disappointed at

number of drunk

MPs' private lives.

drivers
Asaresult it was treating the Brethren in the same way
the National Party treated Communists in the 1950s, he
said.
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kinds of questions about who could wage a campaign and
within what parameters.

As aresult people would seek to open to question and
ultimately to challengeit.

"There are alot of people out there who just for the sport
of it are going to test thislaw and have ago, just for the
pure hell of it. It can't work," he said.

"I think we can guarantee there will be court action after
the next election.

"I think our friends and brothers and sisters have
managed to put in their minds that it's the Brethren that
are behind everything that goes wrong.

"In our minds we are treating the Brethren like the
National Party treated the communist party in the 50s,
where during the lockout in '51 censorship was
introduced - anything to save society from the
communists.”

He said Labour appeared to have painted itself into a
corner.

In August, Moore lashed out at Prime Minister Helen
Clark saying she was using the "politics of personal
destruction" of Sir Robert Muldoon.

In an opinion piece in The New Zealand Herald, he also
said there were "menacing changes" to electoral law to
outlaw legitimate funding that could be considered
political in an election year.

Today, Moore criticised the Electoral Finance Bill again,
telling Newstalk ZB the bill was fatally flawed.

He said the bill waswrong in principle and in substance
and the restrictions were unprecedented in the free world.

After debate was dragged out last week, the Government
is bringing Parliament back for one day, on Tuesday, to
pass the bill into law.

National, which has fought vigorously against the
legidlation, yesterday leapt on other critical comments
Moore made on the hill over the weekend with Leader
John Key saying Moore's outspokenness meant L abour
should dump the bill.

"For him to say it is “fatally flawed', "wrong in principle
and substance' and will do “the opposite of what its
authors expected' is a stunning indictment of what
Labour isdoing," Key said.

It was not usual for former prime ministersto put their
necks on the block in thisway, Key said.

New Zealand First and the Green Party are supporting the
bill, giving the Government the numbers it needsto get it
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passed.

Moore's criticism comes as Southland mayor Tim
Shadbolt said he would spend $300,000 on a campaign
against Labour's move to cut $6.2 million from Southern
Ingtitute of Technology.

The National Party said the newspaper advertisements
asking for people to support Southland's bid to get more
funding for its polytech would be covered by the
Government's campaign finance law.

But Green Party co-leader Russel Norman said National
was wrong, as the ads did not mention elections, voting,
or attack any political party.

- NZPA
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] A threatening letter

accompanied by an

| unidentified white powder
L 8 caused ascareat an

Auckland University building this morning.

Bain's legal defence team's
cash problems still
unresolved

David Bain'sretrial for the murder of hisfamily has been
stymied by alack of cash to fund his defence properly,
says supporter Joe Karam.

Grief pokies cause
outweighs benefits, says
gambling foundation

Pokie machines attract too much crime to beavalid form
of community fundraising, says the Problem Gambling
Foundation.
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The SPCA isreminding pet owners to de-sex their
animals after aman was caught throwing seven dogs off a
bridge.
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