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National News Headlines

• Montana to continue sponsoring WOW awards
• Rain causes flooding in Westport
• Lawyer bares breasts giving evidence in trial 
• Mercenary back in NZ after jail stint 
• No injuries after train and car collide in Canterbury 
• Exclusive Brethren leader touring NZ 
• Another college looks at NCEA alternatives 
• Two dead in Waikato car crash 
• Open home warning after theft in Auckland 
• $335,000 average house price a record high
• Party pills linked to injured teen girl 
• More traffic misery for Wellington
• Grenade found under Gore House 
• Sentence for baby killing among heaviest
• Father relieved sons ok after car crash into Otaki 
bedroom
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Hurricane piety - Tom Scott
See cartoon gallery
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Editors' Picks

• Charles and Camilla to be grandparents 
• Passenger carries rifle on plane 
• Claims zoo hushed up cheetah attack 
• Skipper hopes shock win will earn Bangladesh 
respect
• Judge slams CYF as staff fail to watch teen criminal 
• ZQA's everyone passes initiative slammed
• Huge Irish cricket upset eliminates Pakistan
• Web scheme costs woman $23,000 
• Aussie parents killed disabled son 'out of love'
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- More National News Stories

National party deputy leader Bill English met with 
members of the Exclusive Brethren last week and 
says he will continue to do so despite his party's 
attempt to distance itself from the church.

The Sunday Star-Times can reveal three Exclusive 
Brethren men had an appointment with English, the 
Clutha/Southland MP, at the National Party office in 
Invercargill on Wednesday.

The meeting coincided with fresh revelations that 
Exclusive Brethren were behind anti-Labour pamphlets 
distributed at Auckland airport last year, accusing the 
government of leaving New Zealand open to a terrorist 
attack.

Exclusive Brethren members have also said they were 
behind a $1m campaign using pamphlets and 
newspaper advertisements to discredit the Green and 
Labour parties prior to the 2005 general election.

English refused to comment on what the men discussed 
with him but said it was a constituency matter.

"I just treat them like constituents. I don't exclude 
them from seeing me.

"I hope that anyone can come through my office and 
get a hearing. I don't have a way of screening them and 
I'm not going to."

English said he didn't know the trio were Brethren until 
they arrived for their appointment on Wednesday 
morning, although he conceded he had seen them 
before.

"I recognised them from election meetings from the 
past," he said.

Labour Party president Mike Williams wasn't buying 
English's explanation. He believed English should be 
disciplined, saying his dealings with the Brethren were 
an act of insubordination, given National leader John 
Key's reported comments and stance against them.

The party's former leader Don Brash resigned during 
the fallout from Nicky Hagar's book The Hollow Men on the Exclusive Brethren links to National's 2005 
election campaign.

After Key took over the party leadership in November he said: "We won't have a bar of the Exclusive 
Brethren, thanks very much. We can look after ourselves."

But yesterday Key said he supported English.

"I'm not going to ask my MPs to vet their constituents on the basis of religion and I would expect my MPs to 
provide a service and help to any member of their constituency."

There was a difference between that and the financial support the Exclusive Brethren had offered in the 
past, he said.

"On a party level, we don't want to hear from them."
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