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An elderly Nelson Exclusive Brethren member on 
Friday morning was to be officially charged with a 
range of alleged sexual offending, dating back 
more than half a century.

The 72-year-old man will appear in the Nelson District 
Court on July 24 to face seven representative sexual 
offending charges, relating to four women.

The charges stem from alleged offending in Nelson 
between 1951 and the 1980s.

The women, all former Exclusive Brethren members, 
made complaints to the police in April.

Nelson Bays police area commander Inspector Brian 
McGurk said police had spoken with the man's lawyer, 
and were to pick him up at 9.30am Friday to serve him 
with a court summons. He would not be taken into 
custody.

Mr McGurk would not comment further on the case 
while it was before the courts.

Police sought legal advice in June about whether to 
charge the man.

Tasman police crime service manager Detective 
Inspector John Winter said at the time that legal 
opinion was sought because of the complexity of the 
case, which involved several complainants and 
stretched back over many years.

Australian-based Exclusive Brethren spokesman Tony 
McCorkell said on Friday the man had been asked to 
leave the church in April.

Mr McCorkell said last month the man was not 
attending church functions or socialising with church 
members while the matter was being investigated. The 
man had not been given advice by the church, but had 
hired independent legal counsel.

He refused to comment further, but told Newstalk ZB 
today that the matter had been a sad, drawn-out 
process.
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