


Advertising by the Exclusive Brethren originally was brought to the AEC's attention by Greens leader Senator Bob
Brown, in September 2005, after he found pamphlets criticising his party were circulated in Tasmania before the 2005
election.

Mr Brown questioned whether the full expenditure for the pamphlets, and a number of political advertisements that ran
in several NSW, Tasmanian and South Australian newspapers, had been disclosed to the AEC. A 12-month
investigation into Mr Brown's claims concluded last year that all of the advertisements and pamphlets associated with
the Exclusive Brethren were paid for and disclosed by a Sydney company, Willmac Enterprises. However, the AEC
has since handed the case over to the AFP.

Mr Brown said voters deserved to know who was behind the advertisements. He criticised the AEC's investigation
saying: ~"They took too long to take the matter seriously”. Mr Brown said he hoped the AFP's investigation would be
more thorough.

The Exclusive Brethren, which does not allow its followers to vote, continually has said the advertisements were not
part of an organised campaign, but a case of individual members acting on their own free will. However, investigations
have shown that many advertisements were either booked or authorised by senior Exclusive Brethren members. An
AEC spokesman said in an emailed statement the AEC would not “*as a matter of protocol, comment on what
methodology it may or may not have employed, or individuals it may have contacted as part of AEC investigations,
including that regarding Willmac Enterprises, and the AEC has no comment in response to your inquiry about a Mr
Joyce." The spokesman refused to say if the AEC would investigate Mr Joyce's involvement further, or if it would pass
on the information to the AFP. By JAI BEDNALL and MICHELLE ETHERIDGE
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Search our online newspaper
library Newstext, with more
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centre. » click here
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When motoring matters, read
reviews by our specialists. Find
your next new or used car, and
information on services,
accessories and more.

» carsguide.com.au.

Career One

careerone.con

FIND THE ONE

Find your ideal job and get tips
from experts on interview skills,
training and resumes - you can
even post yours online.

» careerone.com.au.
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@ realestate comes

Search thousands of properties
to rent or buy, compare interest
rates, get tips on how to
negotiate your deal and read
the latest market news.

» realestate.com.au.






