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Some private Muslim and
Christian schools in

England are to have their 5§
own joint inspection body. L

The government has
approved the setting up of a
new independent
inspectorate which will mean
the schools involved will not The two groups say they represent a
be checked by Ofsted. wide range of schools

The body - called The Bridge Schools Inspectorate - will
check 110 schools in the Christian Schools Trust and in
the Association of Muslim Schools.

The government says the new service will contribute to
community cohesion.

England's schools inspectorate Ofsted will regularly vet
the new body to check on standards.

The Bridge joins two other independent inspection
services, which are also overseen by Ofsted.

The Independent Schools Inspectorate vets most of the
1300 private schools which are affiliated to the
Independent Schools Council.

The other body is the Schools Inspection Service which
inspects 26 schools affiliated to Focus Learning Trust
(FLT), an umbrella organisation of a Christian group
known as the Exclusive Brethren.

The remaining other independent schools in England -
about 1,000 - are inspected by Ofsted every six years,
although there are plans to make checks every three
years.

The government says the Education Bill passing through
Parliament at the moment will ensure that in future no
inspectorate is single faith.

Community cohesion

A joint statement from the Association of Muslim Schools
and the Christian Schools Trust said: "Our aim is to
ensure that our schools are the best that they can be so
that our students can achieve well academically and
become well-adjusted citizens
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